Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.030; wR factor = 0.081; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.2.
In the title complex, [Ni(C 15 H 14 NO) 2 ], the Ni II atom is located on an inversion centre and is coordinated by two O and two N atoms from two symmetry-related bidentate Schiff base ligands in a slightly distorted square-planar geometry. The phenyl and benzene rings in the ligand molecule form a dihedral angle of 72.79 (8) .
Related literature
For the synthesis of 2-[(E)-(benzylimino)methyl]-4-methylphenol, see: Cohen et al. (1964) . For the structure of a related Zn complex, see: Rodriguez de Barbarin et al. (1994) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 15 Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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Comment
Schiff bases have played an important role in the development of coordination chemistry as they readily form stable complexes with most of the transition metals (Rodriguez de Barbarin et al., 1994) . Salicylaldehyde and its derivatives are useful carbonyl precursors for the synthesis of a large variety of Schiff bases. Here we report on a new Ni(II) complex, (I).
The molecular structure of (I) as illustrated in Fig. 1 (1:1) were dissolved in ethanol and the solution was refluxed for 3 h. After evaporation, a crude product was recrystallized twice from ethanol to give a pure yellow product (Cohen et al., 1964) .
Refinement
All H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map. H atoms of the C-H groups were then placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with C-H = 0.93, 0.96 or 0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
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Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of (I), showing displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level [symmetry code: (A) -x + 2, -y + 1, -z].
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